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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

The thirty-first annual meeting of the American Historical Associa- 
tion, held at Washington, December 27-31, 1915, was eminently satis- 
factory in every respect. The address of President Stephens on "Na- 
tionalism and history, " — an exposition of the thesis that the historians 
of the past generation, swept along like the historians of all former ages 
by the prejudices of their time, had exaggerated the idea of nationality 
and thereby helped to provoke the great war, — was brilliantly and clev- 
erly conceived and executed ; the fact that it inspired at least one hearer 
to compose an editorial rebutting it is sufficient proof that it was a 
fitting and successful presidential address. The meeting as a whole 
gave the members an admirable opportunity to renew friendships with 
scholars in branches other than their own, and to learn of happenings 
in the broader reaches of scientific endeavor. Besides the American 
Economic and American Political Science associations eleven learned 
societies held their respective meetings in Washington at the end of 
December. The Pan-American Scientific Congress shared convention 
quarters with the American Historical Association in the New Willard 
hotel and the presence of its delegates at conferences and receptions 
gave to the assemblies a cosmopolitan touch. 

The working out of the somewhat tense political situation that had 
existed in the association was eminently satisfactory. The committee 
of nine reported a measure of reorganization so comprehensive as to 
gain universal assent, and the extreme insurgents found that there was 
nothing to offset the debit account of personalities which they had run 
up in the last few months. But if their creditors can charitably cancel 
the account, no possible cause for discord appears to be left. The asso- 
ciation in business meeting had only commendation for the work of its 
leaders in the past, and not only the leaders, but the rank and file as 
well seemed cordially agreed that the time had come for a broader basis 
of control in the organization. 

A word or two of comment on parts of the program of interest to the 
readers of this review may be in order. A joint conference of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley and American Historical associations considered the 
topic of "The definition of historical courses in secondary schools." 
At the conference of historical societies there appeared to be a general 
anxiety to inspire greater interest in the member societies and thereby 
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to prevent the conference from sinking into a mere meeting of the 
American Historical Association. The archive meeting of the societies 
assembled in "Washington and the Pan-American Congress drew a large 
and enthusiastic audience to hear the welcome news that prospects were 
never brighter for a national archive at least partially adequate. 

A new quarterly magazine has made its appearance with the new 
year, — the Military historian and economist, which is edited by Mr. A. 
L. Conger of the United States army, and Mr. R. M. Johnston of Har- 
vard University and is printed by the Harvard University Press. The 
editors announce their intention to "view war in an evolutionary sense;" 
while neglecting no aspect of the subject, they propose to emphasize 
the economic factor, since they "believe that war almost inevitably 
arises from the clash of conflicting economic interests." The broad 
scope of the journal may be appreciated from a glance at the contents 
of the initial number: "Hostile submarine action on the American 
seaboard," by Contre Amiral Degouy; "Sources for the history of the 
Mexican war, 1846-48," by Justin H. Smith; "Fort Donelson," by 
A. L. C[onger] ; "The question of Guam," by B. H. Richard; "Finan- 
cing the armed nation, " by 0. M. W. Sprague ; and a serial installment 
of "The personal memoirs of Major-General D. S. Stanley." There is 
a department of "Tactical notes" and one of "Economic notes," as 
well as the conventional "Comments;" and a number of books of mili- 
tary interest are reviewed. The magazine is well printed and on the 
whole makes a distinctly favorable impression ; there can be no question 
as to its timeliness nor as to the high standing of the men who compose 
its editorial staff and advisory board. The Mississippi Valley Histor- 
ical Review extends to the new venture its best wishes for success. 

The publication of Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington, secretary of 
state to Charles II by Violet Barbour (Washington, 1914) adds an- 
other number of excellent quality to the prize essay series issued by the 
American Historical Association. Miss Barbour has judiciously limited 
her field of research almost exclusively to the period of Arlington's 
greatest political activity and has made an important contribution to 
the knowledge of the stormy era of intrigue which followed the restor- 
ation. 

American independence and the French revolution is one of a series 
of nineteen source books for English history published by Gr. Bell and 
Sons, Limited, London. This volume covers the period from 1760 to 
1801 ; the compiler, Mr. S. E. Winbolt, has drawn his selections, thirty- 
nine in number, chiefly from the Home Office papers in the Calendar 
of state papers, the series of the Acts of the Privy Council, the Gen- 
tleman's magazine, and the Annual register. 
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In addition to a large number of classified reviews of books, abstracts 
of periodicals, and documents and reports, the American economic re- 
view contains articles on the "Expansion of Europe in population/' 
' ' Third factor in variation of productivity, " " Economic aspects of Jap- 
anese immigration," "Agricultural credit legislation and the tenancy 
problem," and "Economic aspects of the Panama canal." 

Of general interest, in the January number of the Catholic historical 
review, will be found the very practical discussion of methods of pre- 
serving manuscripts, by Mr. J. C. Fitzpatrick of the manuscript divi- 
sion of the Library of Congress. Other papers are: "The rise of na- 
tional Catholic churches in the United States," by N. A. Weber, S.M., 
D.D. ; and ' ' Chronology of the Catholic hierarchy in the United States, ' ' 
by Eev. Owen B. Corrigan. 

The Magazine of history for July, 1915, contains two articles of in- 
terest to students of western history: a study of the pioneer and ex- 
plorer James Bridger, by Grenville M. Dodge, and "The women and 
children of Fort St. Anthony, later named Fort Snelling," by "Warren 
Upham. 

An elementary history of the United States, by Sibyl Dunn Warden 
(1914. $.45) states that its object is to give to grade school children a 
proper perspective of our nation's history, so that there will be no 
need for going over the subject several times. No such result, however, 
is likely to follow the use of the book. Anecdotes of slight historical 
value are presented as if they were events of importance ; and the treat- 
ment of the Southwest is disproportionately full. The materials for 
the book are drawn very largely from common grade texts already fa- 
miliar. The typographical work is excellent, and many of the illustra- 
tions are attractive. 

A book of Outlines of American industrial history compiled for use in 
teaching by Raymond G. Taylor has recently been published by the Kan- 
sas State Agricultural College (1915. 91 p.). 

Miss Kate Sanborn, who for many years has been a teacher, lecturer 
and literary journalist, has recently made out of her reminiscences a 
scrap-book that will attract the attention of her friends (Memories and 
anecdotes, 1915. 219 p.). Its general value is slight, for most of the 
critical opinions are not above the level of the numerous press clippings 
with which the work abounds. As interesting as any of the author's 
recollections is that in which John Jay figures as Cupid, in Mrs. Jar- 
ley's wax- works; in most of the episodes the characters pass across the 
pages without leaving any facts of novelty or value. 
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Albert Ulman and Grace C. Strachan have recently brought out a 
little book of a new vintage, called Tales of old New York (1914. 86 p.). 
It has been prepared for the children in the intermediate grades of the 
city of New York; it tells in interesting fashion the traditions of the 
Indian and Dutch periods, and calls attention to the tablets, statutes, 
and other tangible remains which abound in present day New York. 
Why should not our states and cities of the Mississippi valley place 
material of this kind in the hands of their school children ? The oppor- 
tunity for authors and the demand for efforts is almost unlimited. 

The Pennsylvania magazine of history and biography for the last 
quarter of 1915 contains a variety of documentary materials. There 
are two serial installments, — material for a biography of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Fergusson, nee Graeme, and extracts from the diary of Thomas 
Franklin Pleasants, 1814; the most interesting of the other documents 
are an account of a trip to Ballston and Saratoga Springs in 1813, and 
a description of a missionary's tour to Shamokin and the west branch 
of the Susquehanna, in 1753. 

The Virginia magazine of history and biography, through Mr. William 
J. Hinke, has secured copies of the entire collection of manuscripts of 
Francis Louis Michel, and has begun the serial publication of them in 
English translation. Michel was a native of Berne, Switzerland, who is 
known to American history through his connection with Baron Graf- 
fenried and the establishment of the first German colony at New Berne, 
North Carolina. The most valuable of Michel's papers are his accounts 
of two journeys to America made by him between the years 1702 and 
1704. 

A brief sketch of the work of Mathew Fontaine Maury 'during the, 
war, 1861-1865 has been published by Richard L. Maury. (Richmond, 
1915). Mathew Maury was a commodore in the confederate navy who 
is chiefly noted for his part in introducing the use of torpedoes and sub- 
marine mines. 

The issue of the South Carolina historical and genealogical magazine 
for July, 1915, consists entirely of documentary material; a series of 
letters to General Greene is the only portion which has more than local 
historical interest. 

With Grant at Donelson, Shiloh and Vicksburg (1915. 190 p.) is a 
book of personal reminiscences by Wilbur F. Crummer of the Forty- 
fifth regiment of Illinois volunteers; it is quite without literary or his- 
torical value. 

The leading article in the Tennessee historical magazine for Decern- 
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ber, 1915, is "The anti-slavery societies of Tennessee," by Mr. Asa E. 
Martin ; it discusses a phase of the anti-slavery movement which is not 
generally known or appreciated. Mr. Albert V. Goodpasture contrib- 
utes a sketch of Dr. James White, a pioneer lawyer of Tennessee; and 
Mr. Wallace McClure traces the development of the state constitution. 
Two groups of documents relating to William Walker's activities in 
Nicaragua are published with notes by Mr. W. 0. Scroggs. 

The October (1915) issue of the Ohio archaeological and historical 
quarterly is chiefly occupied with an account of the thirtieth annual 
meeting of the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society ; it also 
contains notice of the bequests for memorial and historical purposes 
made by Colonel and Mrs. Webb C. Hayes of Fremont, Ohio. The is- 
sue for January, 1916, contains eight articles, all of which treat some 
phase of early western education ; particular attention is paid, naturally, 
to Ohio. The scheme of arranging in one number a group of papers 
relating to a certain field has many points in its favor; it should prove 
especially convenient for reference purposes. 

The state of Indiana will be a hundred years old in 1916, and, nat- 
urally enough, the fact is arousing on the part of the people of the 
state an unprecedented degree of interest in their history. The legis- 
lature has led the way by creating a state historical commission with a 
two-fold purpose: first, to collect, edit, and publish documents relating 
to the history of Indiana; and, secondly, to prepare and execute plans 
for "an historical and educational centennial celebration." Mr. James 
A. Woodburn, in the Indiana, magazine of history for December, gives 
an account of the activities and projects of this commission which should 
prove especially suggestive to other states which will reach their hun- 
dred-year mark in the near future. 

The most notable articles in the Journal of the Illinois State Histor- 
ical Society for April, 1915, are : ' ' The life and labors of Jonathan B. 
Turner," by Edmund J. James, president of the University of Illinois; 
"A chapter from the history of the underground railroad in Illinois," 
by John H. Ryan ; ' ' Historical sketches of part of the Wabash valley, ' ' 
by H. W. Beckwith ; a study of the records of the soldiers of the Amer- 
ican revolution who are buried in Illinois, by Mrs. Edwin S. Walker; 
and "Reminiscences of Fountain Green, Illinois," by C. C. Tyler. 

A very suggestive paper from the pen of Mr. Robert G. Cleland, en- 
titled ' ' Jefferson Davis and the confederate congress, ' ' is printed in the 
latest issue of the Southwestern historical quarterly. Mr. Cleland does 
not claim to have done more than make a preliminary survey of a very 
wide field, but he calls attention to some of the vital problems of the 
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confederacy which are ordinarily given only scant consideration by its 
historians. 

Hand-clasp of East and West (1914. 471 p. $1.50) is a story of pio- 
neer life on the western slope of Colorado. The authors, Henry and 
Martha Ripley, have thrown their pioneer recollections into the form of 
dialogue and fiction, and have printed brief articles from various sources 
to expand the work. A few of their photographs axe interesting. 

Across the plains to California in 1852 is the title under which the 
New York Public library has published (May, 1915) a manuscript 
journal in its possession which was written by Mrs. Lodisa Frizzell. 
The document has been edited by Mr. Victor H. Paltsits. The author 
describes the journey made by herself and her family from their home 
in Effingham county, Illinois, to Pacific Springs in "Wyoming; and il- 
lustrates her account with some curious original sketches. The narra- 
tive, while simple, succeeds in giving the reader a realistic picture of the 
mode of transcontinental travel employed not only by this one family 
but by many hundreds of western pioneers. 

"A new Vancouver journal on the discovery of Puget Sound, by a 
member of the Chatham's crew," which was published as a serial in the 
Washington historical quarterly in 1914-1915, has been assembled and 
printed separately by its editor, Bdmond S. Meany, of the University 
of "Washington (Seattle, 1915). 

From the Atlantic to the Pacific (1915. 190 p. $1.00) is the title of a 
volume of rambling recollections by an old soldier and pioneer; it has 
interest only for his family and friends. 

Le bulletin des recherches historiques for November, 1915, publishes 
the final installment of the "Memoire de Gedeon de Catalogne sur les 
plans des seigneuries et habitations des gouvernements de Quebec, les 
Trois-Rivieres et Montreal," and two articles on "La famine Viennay- 
Pachot" and "Le docteur Badelart." The December number has pa- 
pers dealing with duels at Montreal during the French regime, with a 
bust of Louis XIV which was set up in Quebec in the latter part of the 
seventeenth century, and with the geneology of the Foucault family; in 
addition there are two articles on "Cyr de Mommerque sieur Dubreuil, 
ancetre des Montmarquette, " and "Le Capitaine de Saint-Cirque." 



